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June 13, 2006
Contact: Perli Cunanan, Development Director, 982-2002 x 6, perlic@uwsfc.org
United Way of Santa Fe County grant awards support innovation 

and potential to effect lasting change
SANTA FE  - United Way of Santa Fe County (UWSFC) begins its fiscal year 2007 community investments with the announcement of its initial grant awards.  Each of the following agencies will receive a two-year grant in the amount noted.  For example, Homewise has been awarded $40,000 a year for two years for a total of $80,000.  The agencies funded in this grant cycle are:

Homewise


$40,000 

Esperanza Shelter       
$35,000
Literacy Volunteers       
$40,000 

Cooking with Kids     
$20,000
Food Depot     

$35,000 

Girls Inc         

$30,000
Open Hands     

$40,000 

La Familia      

$25,000
New Vistas      

$35,000 

UWSFC’s Community Investment Committee, comprised of UWSFC Board members and community volunteers, reviewed 41 letters of intent.  Innovation and potential to effect lasting change were the committee’s primary criteria.  

UWSFC will award an additional $50,000 in grants to programs that fulfill UWSFC’s grant priority interest in Unifying Our Diverse Community.  Announcement of these grants is expected in September.  UWSFC will also award an additional $25,000 in small grants.  This small grant process is designed to be as simple and expedient, putting resources in the hands of eligible not-for-profits as quickly as possible.
“We have thought long and hard about the difficult needs facing our community, and how we can best impact them,” said Katherine Freeman, President/CEO of United Way of Santa Fe County.  “We saw many stubborn and chronic issues in our community, and felt that we could, and must, do more.”

To that end, $1,000,000 is planned for investment in the Agua Fria Children’s Zone.  “United Way’s capacity to collaborate means we can effectively create public/private partnerships,” said Freeman.  $800,000 of the $1,000,000 is from a federal grant awarded through the Early Learning Opportunities Act and through an additional anticipated federal grant source.  “United Way of Santa Fe County has been able to leverage donor dollars and successfully bring new federal support into our community.”   

The Agua Fria Children’s Zone (AFCZ) is an innovative community-building initiative of United Way of Santa Fe County.  Inspired by the path-breaking work of Geoffrey Canada in the Harlem Children’s Zone, it seeks to strengthen the families and the whole community of Agua Fria through an interconnected network of educational, health and human services, and economic development initiatives.  The intent is to create a strong, vibrant, healthy community in which children will naturally succeed in school and beyond.

As a result of the 2005 UWSFC campaign, an additional $244,196 will be invested in the community in support of agencies and United Way initiatives that individual donors designate.
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